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Subject line: Someone Is Waiting for You — Arrive Safely

Dear XXX,

Today I want you to take a moment to think about something I hope never happens, that one day we’re waiting for you to start your workday but you never arrive. We later learn you’ve been killed or seriously injured in a crash caused by distracted driving or excessive speed caused by your own behaviors or those of another driver.

Those you work with each day will never be the same. On the practical side, your skills, and your knowledge are gone. But most of all, your presence is gone leaving your friends and colleagues are devastated. The grief and suffering are even worse for your family and close friends.

You have the power to change that. Each time we get behind the wheel there’s someone on the other end anticipating our arrival, people and even four-legged family members who are counting on us. All that can change in an instant. One glance at a cellphone, an effort to retrieve a dropped item or other distraction can turn to heartbreak.

Distracted driving, including texting, remains a serious problem across the state. The Minnesota Office of Safety reports that each year from 2019-2024 there were close to 30,000 distracted driving crashes, about 30 deaths, and 146 life-altering injuries. And behind every one of those deaths and injuries are family members, friends and coworkers whose lives will be irrevocably changed by that loss.

April is Distracted Driving Awareness Month. This year’s campaign – Someone is Waiting for You – reminds drivers to slow down and pay attention every time they get behind the wheel. Follow these tips to drive safely and distraction‑free:
· Put your phone on Do Not Disturb or in hands-free mode before driving.
· Set navigation and music before you start moving.
· Adhere to the speed limit.
· Keep your eyes on the road, hands on the wheel and mind on driving.
Most of all, never forget as this year’s theme states – Someone is Waiting for You. Slow down. Pay Attention. Arrive safely.
Sincerely,
Name of safety leader 
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