
DON’T 
CROWD 
THE PLOW
Crashes involving vehicles that hit snowplows are 
typically caused by inattentive drivers, motorists driving 
too close to the plow or driving too fast for conditions. 
Snowplow drivers can be your best friend on a snowy 
day. They help you and your family, friends, neighbors, 
and co-workers get to destinations safely.

	�Be patient and remember snowplows are working 
to improve road conditions for your trip.

	�Stay back at least ten car lengths behind the plow, far 
from the snow cloud. Snowplow operators will pull over 
when it is safe to do so to allow traffic build-up to pass.

	�Stay alert for snowplows that turn or exit frequently 
and often with little warning. They may also travel over 
centerlines or partially in traffic to further improve 
road conditions.

	�Slow down to a safe speed for current conditions, 
give yourself plenty of travel time. Snowplows typically 
move at slower speeds.

	 •	� Remember the road in front of the plow is usually in much 
worse condition than the roadway behind the plow.

	 •	 Make sure your lights are on to see and be seen.
	 •	� Brush the snow off your headlights and taillights frequently.
	 •	 Turn your cruise control off.

If you MUST go out in a winter 
weather event, follow these 
safety tips when approaching 
snowplow drivers:

	BE PATIENT

	STAY BACK

	STAY ALERT

	SLOW DOWN

Winter driving requires motorists 
to be careful and alert, but the 
most important tip for winter 
driving is drive for conditions:

SLOW DOWN — 
SPEED COUNTS!
Never drive distracted.

Wear your seatbelt.

Don’t drive impaired.

Drive for conditions.
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